
 q feature: WILLAM
On the eve of Willam’s impending Australian tour, Q Magazine caught up with this amazing performer.

Willam, please tell our readers a little about you: where you grew up, 
schooling etc.
I’m from Philadelphia, but grew up in Jersey and Florida too. I graduated high 
school at 16, got emancipated and hit the road.

When did you first decide to do drag and what was that journey like?
My dad took me to a Rocky Horror Picture Show midnight screening and it 
was the most fun I had so far in my life at 13. My dad had a gay brother and 
a gay sister and I was incredibly lucky that they’ve always supported my little 
drag dreams and still come to my shows.

Any advice you would give to up and coming drag performers based 
on your own experience?
Well I’ve sold 41,000+ copies of my book Suck Less: Where There’s a 
Willam, There’s a Way so that’s probably an easier way to get advice out of 
me…and typos. Lots of typos (oh and dicks too).

Are there any projects you are working on? If so, is there anything 
you can tell us?
It’s been a good summer so far. HBO released a documentary called WIG all 
about the legendary Wigstock festival and in the same week, I became the first drag queen 
on HGTV on my own episode of House Hunters. I’m also genuinely really excited about Race 
Chaser (my podcast with Alaska Thunderfuck) celebrating it’s 1 year mark and launching our 
satellite podcast Hot Goss, in which we keep it cute, but tell the truth.

What is your opinion of the drag world in 2019 and what do you foresee as the 
future of drag?
Y’know, if someone would have told me at 16 that in 20 years I’d be in a movie with Lady 
Gaga IN DRAG, I would have laughed. But, A Star is Born happened so…I dunno. Who can 
predict where drag will take anyone, who’s crazy enough to bet on it.

This year’s Pride Month recently ended, what city was your favorite to celebrate in? 
What does Pride mean to you?
Check out my YouTube video (and SUBSCRIBE!) documenting LA, London 
& WorldPride this year. WorldPride fell on my birthday and I had a bubble 
machine blowing bubbles from between my legs while I rode a parade float 
on molly. I threw up at 4:30 that afternoon, but sometimes you gotta throw 
up to blow up. After that I made it to my 7pm gig and kept telling people as I 
took pics to watch out for the vomit in my wig. The best thing about the video 
was people telling me that they couldn’t go to Pride this year, but my video 
made them feel like they kind of did virtually. My favorite part about pride is 
all the rainbows and gigs. June had me feeling like Santa in December bitch.

You will be in Australia August 22nd to the 25th for the Comedy 
Queens Tour. What can you tell us about it? What can fans expect?
I plan on making balloon animals out of whoever has the most foreskin in the 
audience on stage. We don’t have as much foreskin as I would like in America. 

You’re lucky down there.

For more information, please  go to: 
https://itdevents.com/tours/comedyqueens2019  


